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to really scrutinize these expenditures 
to really make them essential to a new 
global world order. 

We are not fighting conventional 
wars. We are fighting asymmetrical 
wars, and I don’t know what a ballistic 
missile system is going to do in an 
asymmetrical war in fighting people 
that are using the Internet and public 
transportation to move their weapons 
and ideas around. 

Thank you for your time tonight. I 
really appreciate it. 

Mr. ELLISON. Congressman FARR, 
let me thank you for being here. Let 
me also thank Congressman WOOLSEY, 
Congressman MCDERMOTT, and also 
Congressman POLIS was with us for a 
moment. 

This is the progressive message, the 
progressive message tonight that we 
came with, to talk about just the de-
fense aspect of the progressive mes-
sage. We believe that if we follow the 
program that has been offered by the 
Center For American Progress that 
Congressman FRANK has been working 
on, we can save a lot of money for the 
American people without any reduc-
tion in safety for the American people. 

It is not unpatriotic to question the 
military budget. It is not unpatriotic 
to talk about waste, fraud and abuse in 
the military. It is to enhance the qual-
ity of life for the soldier and security 
for the American people. 

My name is KEITH ELLISON. I have 
been happy to be here tonight for the 
Progressive message. It has been great, 
another fantastic hour. We will be 
back, week in, week out, projecting a 
progressive message to the American 
people. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
POLIS). Without objection, the 5- 
minute Special Order of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is vacated. 

There was no objection. 
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FIXING THE AMERICAN ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to be here tonight to lead this special 
order on behalf of the Republican lead-
er and am pleased to be joined by some 
of my colleagues now on the floor and 
others who will be coming. 

I want to say that we are going to 
talk about the economy tonight. We 
are going to talk about the cramdown 
bill that was passed here today. But I 
do want to say in response to the Pro-
gressive group, I think they call them-
selves, that was just speaking, is that 
any time I hear people talking about 
the need to do less in defense for this 
Nation, I want to say that I wake up 

every single morning and the first 
thing I do is say thank you, Lord, for 
letting me live in this country, and the 
last thing I do before I go to sleep at 
night is say thank you, Lord, for let-
ting me live in this country, because I 
believe we live in the greatest country 
ever, and I know in large measure that 
is because of the great national defense 
that is provided to us by the men and 
women who risk their lives every day 
to keep us a free people. 

Do I think that we should write a 
blank check for defense? No, I don’t be-
lieve that. But I do know from reading 
the Constitution, and all of us are 
sworn to uphold the Constitution, that 
national defense is the number one role 
of the Federal Government. 
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It has to be mentioned over and over 
again because, unfortunately, too 
many people talk about all these 
things we could be doing for the people 
of this country if we just didn’t spend 
all this money on national defense. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I have to say that 
States can’t provide national defense, 
the counties can’t provide national de-
fense, the municipalities can’t provide 
national defense. And we individuals 
can’t provide for our national defense, 
except as part of a larger body. So it is 
our Number 1 responsibility as a Fed-
eral Government. And if we have 
money left over, then, fine. We may be 
able to do other things. But if we have 
money left over, the first thing we 
should do is give it back to the people 
from whom we take it forcibly and 
allow them to vote how to decide to 
spend it. 

I want to say that I don’t say to peo-
ple who criticize the defense budget 
that they’re not patriots. But I think 
they should be very explicit about 
where they think money is being wast-
ed. And again, if there’s money left 
over, let’s just give it back to the 
American citizens. Let’s not spend it in 
Federal bureaucracies. 

So, as I said, we came here tonight to 
talk about the economy. That’s the 
thing that’s probably on most people’s 
minds. Thank goodness we have a mili-
tary that is allowing us to be safe, al-
lowing us to be here on this floor at 
night, allowing us, every citizen in this 
country, to go about his or her job on 
a regular basis, all their activities, 
whatever they’re doing and feel safe. 

But what’s on the minds, again, of 
most of the people is the state of our 
economy and the inaction and incom-
petence of the Democratically-con-
trolled Congress and this administra-
tion in terms of how they have re-
sponded to the problems in our econ-
omy. 

So I want to recognize some of my 
colleagues who are here tonight and 
allow them to share some of their con-
cerns. I’m going to be here for the en-
tire hour. I’m going to let them speak, 
and then I will come back and, if there 
are things that still need to be said, 
then I will take up some time and 

share some information with those of 
you who are listening to us tonight. 

The first person that I would like to 
recognize is our distinguished col-
league from Georgia, Dr. BROUN. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today because Americans have 
bought a product that is not living up 
to its guarantee. Promises made are 
not being kept, and the American tax-
payer is paying the price for the defec-
tive product that they bought. 

This body has let the American peo-
ple down. And I’m not just pointing my 
finger at the other side of the aisle. 
Both sides have hoodwinked the Amer-
ican taxpayer for not being fiscally re-
sponsible. 

If I sound alarmist, it’s because I’m 
concerned that it’s only getting worse. 
I’m frightened about the path that 
America’s heading down with this ad-
ministration and this Congress in the 
driver’s seat. HARRY REID and NANCY 
PELOSI are driving this steamroller of 
socialism and, unfortunately, Presi-
dent Obama isn’t putting up any road-
blocks, and not even a slow down sign. 
And it’s hardworking Americans who 
are getting run over. 

Right now, in addition to a $700 bil-
lion bailout of Wall Street, a $1 trillion 
non stimulus bill, and a $275 billion 
housing fix, the middle class is also 
carrying on their backs the auto indus-
try, Bear Stearns, AIG, Citi, Freddie, 
Fannie and countless others. 

For too long, lawmakers in Wash-
ington have ignored the pleas from 
hardworking families and small busi-
ness owners in their districts. For too 
long, lawmakers in Washington have 
depended upon hardworking middle 
class to pay for their expensive pro-
grams, of which they rarely see a dime. 

But there is an alternative. The mid-
dle class can demand that lawmakers 
stop using them to pay for policies that 
benefit only two ends of the spectrum. 
That’s why I rise today, Mr. Speaker, 
to offer a vision for those hardworking 
middle class families who pay for the 
Wall Street fat cat speculators, who 
pay for welfare recipients, and who pay 
for all this. 

My vision includes providing tax re-
lief to small businesses and families. It 
includes offering incentive-based relief 
for job creators. We must skip the pork 
wish list and, instead, directly stimu-
late the middle class and small busi-
nesses, since they are America’s eco-
nomic engines. In doing so, jobs are 
created, faith is restored in the mar-
kets, and America’s entrepreneurial 
spirit is once again unleashed. 

Contrary to what is being said, those 
of us who oppose the recent actions of 
this ‘‘Credit Card Congress’’ are not 
just saying ‘‘no.’’ Unfortunately, our 
alternatives to help our economy are 
not being considered. 

I want to give a 5 percent, across the 
board, income tax cut. I want to in-
crease the child tax credit to $5,000. I 
want to lower capital gains, dividend 
and corporation taxes to bring inves-
tors back to America that have been 
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